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cordance with any process within chapter 414 that results in the elimination of at least one 
local government unit and a copy of the municipal board’s order or orders combining the 
units of government is forwarded ‘to the board. If the municipal board issues an order, or 
two or more orders within 30 days, for the annexation of the area of an entire tavnship 5? 
two or more cities contiguous to the township, the cities subject to the board’s order are 
eligible to receive pro rata shares, on the basis of theie populations the population of the 
area of the township that was annexed by each contiguous city, of—the total arnouhfoi E§a%n and comb_iHati_c§1_aid all partEipa'tEg units of gox7e—‘rnment would be eligible 
to receive under subdivision 2. If two units of government cooperate in the orderly annex- 
ation of the entire area of a third unit of government which has a population of at least 
8,000 people, the two units of government are each eligible for the amount of aid speci- 
fied in subdivision 2. 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
_ 

Section 1 effective E d_a3_I following final enactment. 
Presented to the governor March 2, 1998 
Signed by the governor March 4, 1998, 10:15 a.m. 

CHAPTER 265—S.F.N0. 2621 
Anact relating to economic security; making technical changes in the department of economic 

security; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 248.07, subdivision 15; 268.0122, subdivi- 
sion 2; 268.08, as amended,‘ 268.101, as amended; 268.13, subdivision 4; and 268. 18, as amended; 
Minnesota ‘Statutes 1997 Supplement, sections 268.03; 268.042, subdivisions 1 and 3; 268.043; 
268.044, subdivision 1; 268.045; 268.047, subdivisions 2, 3, and 5; 268.051; 268.057, subdivisions 
1, 5, 6, and 7; 268.059; 268.063; 268.064, subdivision 2; 268.066; 268.067; 268.07; 268.09, subdi- 
visions la, 10, 13, 16, and 17; 268.105, subdivision 3a; 268.125; 268.13, subdivisions 1 and 2; 
268.182; 268.184; 268.192, subdivision 1; 268.194, subdivisions 2, 3, and 6; and 268.196, subdivi- 
sion 2; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 268; repealing Minnesota Stat- 
utes 1996, sections 268.04, as amended; 268.08, subdivision 5a; 268.13, subdivisions 3 and 5; and 
268.25; Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, sections 268.042, subdivision 2; and 268.054. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MJNNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 248.07, subdivision 15, is amended to 

read: - 

_ 
Subd. 15. APPEALS FROM AGENCY ACTION. An applicant for or recipient of 

rehabilitation service who is dissatisfied with an agency’s action with regard to the fur- 
nishing or denial of services may file a request for administrative review and fair hearing 
in accordance with the Gede 919 Federal Regulations; title 34‘-, seetien 361-48; and rules 
adopted under subdivision 14a.

‘ 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.0122, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. SPECIFIC POWERS. The commissioner of economic security shall: 
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(1) administer and supervise all forms of unemployment reemployment insurance 
provided for under federal and state laws that are vested in the commissioner';z including 
make investigations and audits, secure Ed transmit information, and make availab1e*ser— 
vices and facilities as the commissioner considers necessary or appropriate to facilitate 
the adnirristration Sr‘ 51?; other states, or the federal economicsecurity lawfafl accept 
EH1 use informatior~1,—sc:Tvices, and facilities_ made available Q other state?_r E federal 
Qfiémment;

— 
(2) administer and supervise all employment and training services assigned to the 

department of economic security under federal or state law; 

(3) review and comment on local service unit plans and community investment pro- 
gram plans and approve or disapprove the plans; 

(4) establish and maintain administrative ‘units necessary to perform administrative 
functions common to all divisions of the department; 

(5) supervise the county boards of commissioners, local service units, and any other 
units of government designated in federal or state law as responsible for employment and 
training programs; *

‘ 

(6) establish administrative standards and payment conditions for providers of em- 
ployment and training services; 

(7) act as the agent of, and cooperate with, the federal government in matters of 
mutual concern, including the administration of any federal funds granted to the state to 
aid in the performance of functions of the commissioner; 

(8) obtain reports from local service units and service providers for the purpose of 
evaluating the performance of employment and training services; and 

(9) review and comment on plans for Indian tribe employment and training services 
and approve or disapprove the plans. * 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 268.03, is amended to read: 

268.03 DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY. 
Subdivision 1. STATEMENT. As a guide to the interpretation and application e£ 

sections 26&03 to_2,68.—30; The public policy o£ this state underlying sections 268.03 to 
268.23 is declared to be as follows: Economic insecurity due to involuntary unemplo; 
ment is a serious menace threat to the health; morals; and welfare well-being of the 
people of this state Minnesota. Involuntary unemployment is therefore a subject of gen- 
eral interest and concern which that requires appropriate action by the legislature to pre- 
vent its spread and to lighten its bflens. This eanbe prov-idedhycneoaraging employers 
to provide more stable employment aadlhythcsysternatie aeoumulationotfundsdaring 
periodsof employment to provide leenefiits atorperiods ofunemploymenathus 

powerandhmitmg' 
" 

theserrous‘ social" coasequeneesofpoorreliefassis-' 
tanee-. The legislature; therefore; declares that in its eoasidered judgment The public 
good and the general welfare we1l~being of the citizens of this state Minnesota will be 
promoted by providing, under the police taxing powers of the state for the compulsory 
setting aside of unemployment reserves to be used for the benefit of persons individuals 
unemployed through no fault of their own. In recognition of its focus provid- 
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ing a temporary partial wage replacement to assist the unemployed worker to gainful em- 
ployment become reemployed, this program will be known as “reemploy- 
ment insurance.” a 

Subd. 2. STANDARD OF PROOF. All issues of fact under sections 268.03 to 
268.23 shall_be determined by a, preponderzfie of theevidence. Preponderance of the 
evidence m'ea_n_s evidence in§b_stantiation of ‘a factfiat, when weighed against the_evi—- 
dence opposing Q13 f_ac_t, i_s—£re convincin'g_a—_n__Tia_qgr_eaTer' probability o_f 

—— 
Sec. 4. [268.035] DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision SCOPE. Unless me language or context clearly indicates that a_ 

ferent meaning is intended, the words, terms, and phrases in section shall, for the pur- 
poses o_f sections 268.03 t_o 268.23, have E meaning stated. 

Subd. 2. AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT. “Agricultural employment” 
means services: 

(1) on«a farm,.in the employ of any person or family farm corporation in connection 
with cTlt—ivating tl1§o—il', or in con_nEon withraising or-h_ar—vesting any agricultural or 
horticultural comEodi't'y,—inauding the raisihg, shearing, feeding, cfng for, training 
and management of livestock, bees,p5ultry, fur—bea1ing animals, Ed wilcfife; 

(2) in the employ of the owner or tenant or other operator of a farm, in connection 
with We:_5p_efation, managrnent, cohservaticm, improvement,_or_maintenance of the 
~f?m a_nd its tools and equipment, or in salvaging timber or clear_ing land of brush 2E 
5tT13r_d§)r—is fiafitomadmlikestdrm, if the major pa} of the errIpl3yr_nent is peT 

(3) in connection with the production or harvesting of any commodity defined as an 
agricmufirl product in United States Code, title 7, section1626 of the Agricultural Ma?- 
keting Act, orin con-rnaction with cotton ginTn§_ or in connectioifwith the operation or 
mainterfrcafditches, canalfiservoirs, or wateRa_ys, not owned$>perated for pro? 
_iE El exclusively E supplying a_nd storing water E fanning purposes; 

(4) in the employ of the operator of a farm in handling, planting, drying, packing, 
packzrgjng, Ercessing, Feefing, grading, §tF1g,._or delivering to storage or to market or 
to a carrier for transportation to market, in its unrnanufactured state, any agricultural 6; 

‘ hofiiculmralcommodityg bptonly E‘o~pErator produced more thEone—half o_fE -commodity with respect t_o which E employment performed, or in the employ of a 
group of opefins of farms or a cooperative organization of whi_cl1_tli<-e~c)perators_are‘ 
memb%, but only ifthe operators produced more than one—lfilf of theammodity with 
respect to \Wic?li—tli<=.—r:m—;)loyment is performed; hov72W.r, this clausemill not be applicj 
ble to employmerf performed in—connection with commercial cannTg<_)-r_<:5“mmercial 
f_ree2ing or in connection with afi agriculturafomorticultural commodityafter its deliv- 
efl to a terrninal-marketf_o?i§tI‘17bution for consumption; o_r 

(5) on a farm operated for profit if the employment is not in the course of the employ- 
er_’s_ gage o_r business.

A 

For purposes of this subdivision, the term “farm” includes stock, dairy, poultry, 
fruit,_fur—bearing aTirr1§s, and truck fa‘r—ms’,Erntations, ranches, nurseries, orchards, 
ranges, greenhouses, or otheTsimilar structures used primarily for the raising of agricul- -E 95 horticultural Eammodiries. ’ _— “ 
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Subd. 3. BACK PAY. “Back pay” means a retroactive payment of money by an em- 
ployer to anjemployee or former employee for lost wages becauseof the employer’s non- 
compliance with a state or federal law or a collective bargaining agreement as determined 
by an arbitration award, administrative or judicial decision, or negotiated settlement. The 
payment shall be applied to the period immediately following the last day of employment 
pr as specified me award, decision, gr settlement. 

Subd. BASE PERIOD. “Base period” means: 
(1) the first four of the last five completed calendar quarters immediately prior to th_e 

effective date o_f 2_t claimant’s reemployment insurance account; 

_(_2_) during th_e base period under clause (i) a claimant received workers’ com- 
pensation for temporary disability under chapter 176 or a similar law of the United States, 
or if a claimant whose own serious illness caused a loss of work for which the claimant 
received compensation for loss of wages from some ems; source,~T_he clainiiit may _re_- 
quest tflé E @ period if extended a_s follows: 

Q a claimant Es compensated Q a l_o.§ 9_f_ work o_f seven tg 1_3 weeks, the origi- E base period shall if extended _tg include th_e gig calendar quarter prior tp me original 
baj period; 

(ii_)_ a claimant was compensated §)_r _a lo_ss o_f work o_f1f._t_o § weeks, 93 original 
lia_s_e period shall E extended to include th_e twp calendar quarters prior to th_e original 
base period; 

(iii) if a claimant was compensated for a loss of work o_fgZ to 39 weeks, th_e original 
l§p7ri<7d_shal1 be eifided to includet_h_e‘tEe~c~alendar quarters prior to th_e original 
base period; and 

‘W 

(iv) if a claimant was compensated for a loss of work of 40 to 52 weeks, the original 
_ 
base pe?i6d~s,hall be extended to include th—ef-E>ur qtiarters pfiBrToThe—c>riginal ba—s_e period; 

(3) if the claimant qualifies for an extended base period under clause (2), but has 
insufficieiifwage credits to estabEh_areemp1oyment insurance account, the claimant 

- may request a_n alternate base period gfme l_ast four completed calendar qua—rFe—rs prior to 
the date E claimant’s reemployment insurance account effective. This alternate base 
period may _b_e used only once during E five—calendar—year period; and 

(4_) E3 l_)_2_t_si_a period under clause (1), extended base period under clause pr alter- 
nate base period under clause (3) shallinclude wage credits upon which a prior reemploy- 
ment insurance account E established. 

Subd. BENEFITS. “Benefits” means the money payments payable to a claimant, 
_3_._§ 

provided sections 268.03 t_o 268.23, with respect to the c1aimant’s unemployment. 

Subd. BENEFIT YEAR. “Benefit year” means gig period if __5£ calendar weeks 
beginning he date a reemployment insurance account is effective. For a reemployment 
insurance account established effective January 1, April 1, Jj p§§t5ber 1, _tlE bene— 
f1_t_ yeg be a period o_f 5_3 calendar weeks. 

Subd. 7. CALENDAR QUARTER. “Calendar quarter” means the period g three 
consecutive—ca1endar months ending Q March Q June _3_(_)_, September_3_0, or December 
31. 
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